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As an inclusive and welcoming 
congregation nurtured by love, 
we seek to:  Celebrate diversity, 

nurture spirituality and reach out 

with compassion. 
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Spiritual Journeys  
Rev. Dr. Gordon Marchant  

The Visitor 

In one church, we had a       
professional painter who       
became an active member.   
Throughout the week, Al 
worked hard supporting his 
family by painting houses and 
commercial properties.  Yet,   
he also agreed to serve as the 
ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ   
building committee. 
 Upon the completion of our new facility, I recall that Al Davenport had a 
surprise for all of us.   In the months preceding Christmas, he had created 
an outdoor manger scene for our church.   The Biblical characters were 
crafted from plywood and brilliantly painted in his home workshop.      
The nativity setting was extraordinarily beautiful and welcoming to     
people considering a visit to our church. 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ !ƭΩǎ ƎƛŦǘΦ  bƻ ƻƴŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻ    
financial remuneration.   Even the costs of the materials, he gladly took 
from his own pocket.   This nativity scene must have taken weeks and 
ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ƭŀōƻǊ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘΣ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ !ƭΩǎ     
personal tribute to the Lord! 
 

[ǳƪŜ нΥнл ǊŜŀŘǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘΣ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƴΦέ  Wǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ !ƭ 5ŀǾŜƴǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
not contain their joy. 
 

This Christmas, may the celebratory delight of knowing Jesus spill forth at 
Wilshire.  Adore the Lord.  Give to Christ the wholehearted devotion of 
your heart.  Use your gifts, talents, resources, and time to  worship our 
Savior, who is worthy of all praise.  If you commit yourself to this glorious 
task ς your Christmas will never be the same. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

By  
Nancy Brashears 

 

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀƴ ά9ǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ IŜǊƻέ 
by becoming a CASA (Court Appointed Special    
Advocate)?  CASA volunteers are people just like 
you who volunteer for one of the most satisfying 
occupations of their lives:  advocating for foster 
children who are too frightened or overwhelmed 
to speak for themselves in court. 

/!{!ǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ  
circumstances in order to make the best possible 
recommendation to the Dependency Court judge 
about living arrangements, school and healthcare.  
¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
though with foster parents, educators, social  
workers, medical staff and other community     
partners.  Most crucially, CASAs provide a         
ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ς perhaps 
the only stable, reliable person the child has ever 
known!   

All CASA volunteers receive extensive training and 
staff support, enabling them to navigate the      
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƻƴ 
behalf of the children they serve.  In the past year, 
CASA of Los Angeles advocated for more than 500 
of the most vulnerable at-risk children in more 
than 7,000 court proceedings. 

I have served as a CASA for the past five years and 
it has been a meaningful, educational, rewarding, 
challenging and humbling experience. There is no 
substitute for a consistent, stable adult presence in 
ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘǳǊƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ       
around ς and it all begins with YOU.  Please        
consider this  volunteer opportunity.   For more 
information, contact CASA at 323-526-6666 or 
www.casala.org. or feel free to                              
contact me at 323-931-5417. 

Laugh with Celeste 

By: Celeste Slaughter 

 

SAY A PRAYER 
 

Little Johnny and his family were having 
Christmas dinner at his Grandmother's 
house. Everyone was seated around the   
table as the food was being served. When 
Little Johnny received his plate, he started 
eating right away.  

άWƻƘƴƴȅΗ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ƻǳǊ 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦέ ǎŀƛŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ  

άL Řƻƴϥǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻΣέ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΦ  

άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΦέ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘΦ  
ά²Ŝ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŀȅ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ 
ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ  

ά¢Ƙŀǘϥǎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ WƻƘƴƴȅ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ  
ά.ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ DǊŀƴŘƳŀϥǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎƻƻƪΗέ   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.casala.org/
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The Importance of Teamwork 
By Daniel Ayirebi 

Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919), a Scottish industrialist, businessman, entrepreneur and a            
philanthropist who led the vast expansion of the American steel industry in the late 19th century 
ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢ŜŀƳǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ - the ability to    
direct individual accomplishment toward organizational objectives. It is the fuel that allows    
ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ǳƴŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦέ 

It is a well known fact supported by academic research that successful teams are the basic    
building blocks of an organization. By the beginning of the year, it became apparent that the    
issues facing the board of trustees were overwhelming and that effective use of sub-committees 
was a better approach. It was elemental for the board to adopt and adapt as the challenges it 
faced occasioned an opportunity to largely embrace and greatly benefit from the concept of 
teamwork. Teamwork is known to provide an ideal forum and environment for solving problems, 
resolving conflicts, building synergies, brainstorming ideas and for cultural and personal learning 
experiences. 

The board of trustees formed sub-committees and tasked them with various projects. Shortly 
thereafter, something emerged within the sub-committees which impacted their relationship 
with the board: esprit de corpsτthe common spirit existing in the members of a group and       
inspiring enthusiasm, devotion and strong regard for the honor of the group. This esprit de corps 
enabled and guided the teams to work on various projects and assignments designed to make the 
board more effective. The projects include developing a facility use policy and procedures,        
developing or revising a safe sanctuary policy, and having a safety walk-through in and around 
the church facility.  The facility use policy and procedures is aimed to outline general policies for 
the use of the church facility so that the various ministries can further their work.  The safe     
sanctuary policy, on the other hand, is a risk management policy intended to safeguard against 
child/youth abuse situations in and around the church and to help create a safe and a welcoming 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴκȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ                  
walk-through, too, is a risk management exercise to identify certain risks that the board must    
address proactively. These risks include the lack of earthquake preparedness, first aid kits,     
emergency exits signs and an area location map to readily aid in time of emergency. 

Although the challenges of 2011 appeared difficult and at times overwhelming, the use of      
teamwork (sub-committees) enabled the board of trustees to work collaboratively and             
productively. To this end, it achieved uncommon results. 

The challenges loom large, however, for the board in the coming year, but your faithful support 
of, and prayers for, the board will carry it through the most difficult times as the board works  
diligently to ensure that there is a safe place for all the ministries at Wilshire United Methodist 
Church to do their work and carry out the mission of the Churchτmaking disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. 
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Administrative Council 

By Ted Slaughter 

 

BACK TO THE FUTURE! 

Lƴ мфур ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƙƛǘ Ŧŀƴǘŀǎȅ ƳƻǾƛŜΣ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜέΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǉǳŜƭǎ ƛƴ мфуф 
and 1990 which made it a hit trilogy.  The story was about a high school boy played by Michael J. Fox and 
an eccentric scientist played by Christopher Lloyd who engaged in travel back in time using a DeLorean 
that the scientist had converted into a time machine.  It was entertaining watching the two characters as 
they made changes to the past that impacted the future or the present, depending on the perspective. 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ άōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛǎƛǘ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ 
past.   A 19 person team from our congregation invested months of training time learning a Crossroads 
church growth model.  We failed, for many reasons, in the implementation part of the process.            
Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ Ǉŀǎǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ άLŦ L ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǾŜǊ L ǿƻǳƭŘΧέΚ  ²ŜƭƭΣ 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ άōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ όōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά±ƛǎƛƻƴ ¢ŜŀƳέ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ нллн ŀƴŘ нллоύ  
ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜƴΦ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǎƘ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǿŜŀǘ Ŝǉǳƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ 
use toward church growth today. 

Lƴ нллн ŀƴŘ нлло ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ά!ƴ hǊƎŀƴƛŎ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ wŜƴŜǿŀƭ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǿǘƘΦέ   

St. Paul was far ahead of his time when he referred, in 1st Corinthians 12:12, 24, to the Church as "the body 

of Christ," in other words, a living entity. Now, with the new science of genetics, we see more clearly what 

Paul meant when he wrote: "The body of Christ has many parts, just as any other body does... God put our 

bodies together in such a way that even the parts that seem the least important are valuable. God did this 

to make all parts of the body work together smoothly, with each part caring for the others. If one part of 

our body hurts, we hurt all over. If one part of our body is honored, the whole body will be happy. Together 

you are the body of Christ." 

We adopted this concept in 2003 but never implemented it.  Instead, after the big splash we went back to 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΦ  9ƴǘŜǊ άōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ ς We will dust off those relic documents that represent the work and plans of our past that never 
came into fruition.  We will revisit the four team organizational approach: Welcoming, Nurturing,         
Empowering and Serving Teams ς and all that goes with it.  Our current functions and organizations will 
be structured within the four teams system.  Our English Congregation will establish measurable goals 
that support growth and can be filtered down into the teams for implementation. 

The key is that we remain clear on our purpose (our mission) and our goals toward growth of our         
congregation.  We must keep in mind the mission of the United Methodist Church ς ά¢ƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ 
WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  hǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻŀƭǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ            
supporting the mission of the United Methodist Church.  



VOLUME 11 ISSUE 12  
THE VIS ITOR PAGE 5 

   Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr 
           (January 15, 1929-April 4, 1968), 

Quote about Commitment (Voting Rights march-Selma to                                                             
aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ όот ƳƛƭŜǎύΣ мфсрΦ άWhen your belief is strong                                                                  
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƧǳǎǘΣ ƴƻ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅΦέ 

In January we celebrate the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.                                                              
As we celebrate, many of us realize that it is not a shopping day                                                          
ǎƻ ǿŜ ǇƻƴŘŜǊ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ƻǊ ōŀǊōŜŎǳŜ ƻǊ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
ŘǊŜŀƳ ǎǇŜŜŎƘέΚ L ƛƳǇƭƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
man has meant to your life. Here are some of his words: 

άCŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Řƻƴϥǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎǘŀƛǊŎŀǎŜΦέ 

ά IŀǘǊŜŘ ǇŀǊŀƭȅȊŜǎ  ƭƛŦŜΤ ƭƻǾŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ ƛǘΦ IŀǘǊŜŘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƭƻǾŜ ƘŀǊƳƻƴƛȊŜǎ ƛǘΦ IŀǘǊŜŘ      
ŘŀǊƪŜƴǎ ƭƛŦŜΤ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜǎ ƛǘΦέ 

άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦέ 

άhǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦέ 

ά [Ŝǘ ƴƻ Ƴŀƴ Ǉǳƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǿ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƘŀǘŜ ƘƛƳΦέ 

ά [ƛƪŜ ŀƴ ǳƴŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΣ ƘŀǘŜ ŎƻǊǊƻŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǘǎ ŀǿŀȅ ƛǘǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǳƴƛǘȅΦ IŀǘŜ 
destroys a man's sense of values and his objectivity. It causes him to describe the ugly as    
beautiful and the beautiful as ugly, and to confuse the true with the false and the false         
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜΦέ 

άThe good neighbor looks beyond the external accidents and discerns those inner qualities that 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƴ ƘǳƳŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ From Strength to love,1963. 

άLƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΦέ Letter from Birmingham Jail April 16, 
1963. 

ά¢ƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ               
ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎȅΦέ From Strength to 
love, 1963. 

Words in and of themselves have only the power that actions give them. Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.'s words remain vital and very applicable to such a time as this. So in our reflections, may they 
motivate us to live in the spiritual awareness that God has given us to speak up, and take action 
to end injustice wherever we find it. This type of action is truly representative of love. Even small 
loving acts can have large outcomes. Happy Martin Luther King, Jr.'s holiday.  
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CREATIVE ARTS MINISTRY 
CAM 

Wilshire English Ministry Project 
By: 

Dr. Gwendolyn Wyatt   
CAM Administrator  

During this  busy and Festive Season,             
I pray  that you will schedule the  upcoming 
Cam events among your activities and            
celebrations. Two are  calendared for the 
month of December. Both are different  in 
nature. 
On  December 3, 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM 
there will be a Sacred Movement Work-
shop. In  a fun  filled atmosphere, we  will 
learn   sacred  movement pertaining to 
scriptures and how to choreograph our 
ƻǿƴΦ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ 
also be a part of the workshop. Our tal-
ented  instructor  comes from the music               
department at Westwood United Methodist 
Church. She has been the leader of Sacred 
Dance Movement Workshops at UMW   
Conferences. A free will offering will be    
appreciated. 
On Sunday, December 18, there will be a 
dynamic Choral Music Concert, featuring 
the Gwen Wyatt Chorale.  Soul stirring     
traditional spirituals, high energy, Gospel 
music, familiar carols for audience           
participation and some comedic  elements 
are included.  Keep watch for more             
information.  A MUST SEE.  

 

96 CANDLES 
FOR MS. ELSPETH 

By Lina Ramos 
Literary Editor 

 
Ms. Elspeth Hall celebrated her 96th      

birthday on Sunday, October 30, 2011 after 

church services with a birthday cake and a 

bevy of well-wishers at WUMC.  Ms. Hall 

credits her longevity to an active social     

interaction with family and friends.           

She is  active in the Belizean social circuit.  

This nonagenarian is fiercely independent, 

dresses up elegantly and does not miss 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ άŎƻƳŜ ǊŀƛƴΣ ŎƻƳŜ ǎƘƛƴŜΦέ   

 

Many happy returns of the day, Ms. Elspeth, 

may God continue to bless you and keep 

you in His care!  

The Wilshire English Ministry Family 
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²L[{ILw9Ω{  
ά[L¢¢[9 ²ha9bέ 

By Lina Ramos 
Staff Literary Editor 

 
ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ ²ƻƳŜƴέΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
classic written by Louisa May Alcott, has 
captured the hearts of families around 
the world.  Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy are 
ǘƘŜ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ ²ƻƳŜƴέ όŀƎŜǎ мн-16).      
They are the March sisters whose lives 
were shaped by the Christian upbringing instilled by their mother Marma March while their      
father Robert was away serving in the American Civil War.  While the vignettes focused on a 
different time period, the essence of the novel emphasize the lives of the four March       
sisters with their thought provoking innocence, experiences of love, joy, and laughter.          
It focused on close family ties and the bond that forged the sisters together. 
 
!ǘ ²ƛƭǎƘƛǊŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ tǊƛǎŎƛƭƭŀ όŀƎŜ млύΣ      
Morgan (age 8), Kadence (age 7), and Layla (age 6).  They are the daughters of Dennis and 
Iris Dubon, new members of our church.  The couple have strong Salvadorian religious   
heritage that have shaped their lives and are imparting these Christian values to their 4 
daughters.  Iris, who exhibits strong maternal pride, talks about her girls as active and     
outgoing.  They love music and sing along with their karaoke.  The sisters are closely knit 
ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ !ƭŎƻǘǘΩǎ ƴƻǾŜƭΦ 
 
Dennis, the devoted husband and loving father, has caught the attention of our English    
congregation whenever he takes his little flock to church and the girls attend Sunday 
school.  According to Iris, they have attended different churches and the girls have picked 
WUMC as their church of choice.  They have since been regular Sunday schoolers who love 
to learn Bible stories. 
 
 In Ephesians 6, God advises children to honor their parents, as well as for fathers/mothers 
to bring their children to the discipline and instructions of the Lord.  Like other parents of 
young children, the Dubon family is living the example.  
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Wilshire United Methodist Church English Ministry Sunday School  
By: Nina Smith, Sunday School Teacher  

 
WILSHIRE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ENGLISH - CHILDREN'S MINISTRY WILL PRESENT A CHRISTMAS PLAY ά¢HE BIRTH OF JESUSέΣ {UNDAY, 

DECEMBER 18, 2011 AT 10:00 ς 11:15 

 
Wilshire United Methodist Church English Ministry Sunday School serves children from 2-13  years.  In fact, in the last few months 
there has been a significant increase of students. Therefore, in the beginning of 2012, we will form two new Sunday school 
classes. /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ  ǘƻ ǎƛȄ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ bƛƴŀ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΤ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ years will 
ōŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ !ƭŜǘŀ  aŀǊŎƘŀƴǘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ hǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ  aǎΦ hƭƛǾƛŀ .ŀǎǎŜȅ ŀƴŘ aǎΦ /ŀǘǊƛƴŀ aŀǊŎƘŀƴǘ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭl 
join Ms.  Jozeen Shield as assistant Sunday school teachers.   

The two groups are currently meeting in a small chapel next to the Sanctuary until the beginning of the New Year. The older group 

will relocate to one of the vacant classrooms on the campus.  Unfortunately, Sunday School Ministry is not in classrooms specifically 

designed for the two groups. The two groups start their Sunday school by worshipping with the adults in the Sanctuary and are     

dismissed after announcements. Children are signed in and issued name tags (sign in sheet in the class room). Because of the close 

proximity of the classroom and the sanctuary, teachers escort the children from the sanctuary to the classroom where they will 

spend the remainder of the time.  

Both groups will be supervised by Mrs. Aleta Marchant and Mrs. Nina Smith. We asked parents and guardians to return to the     

classroom after the service to sign out their children.  However, children ages 11 through 13 years may sign themselves out only if 

parents have checked the designated box on the registration form.  

We encourage parents of all Sunday School Students to fill out a registration form to provide the following information for teachers 

and volunteers: 

We need all pertinent home information 

We need to know whether your child has any allergies  

²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ мм ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ мо ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻǳǘΦ 

Signing in and out procedure is part of the attendance roster. 

Registration forms are a federal, state, and local requirements and parents are required to complete the registration form for the 

safety of their children. Parents may pick up a form from Nina Smith or Aleta Marchant on Sunday in the Sunday school classroom. 

Parents are to return the registration forms to their child's Sunday school teacher.  

¢ƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳǎŜ ά¢ƘŜ wƻŎƪ {ƻƭƛŘΩ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ǳǎŜǎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŜƛƴŦƻrce 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎŜŜΣ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ōŜƎƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

prayer and songs followed by Bible lessons for about 20 minutes and then crafts. Our calendar of events included Harvest   

Celebration on October 30th that included games, Bible quizzes, face painting and tug-of-war which was a success . The Sunday 

School Staff wishes to thank Lynnye Smith, Monica Bassey, and Catrina Marchant for their assistance with setting and helping 

out with the event. 
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WILSHIRE UMW ON THE MOVE 
     By Eleanor Minter, President 

 

Wilshire United Methodist Women (UMW) has been very active the past two months.  On October 22,  
we had the honor of hearing Harriett Jane Olson, keynote speaker at the Cal-Pac Conference 39th Annual 
Celebration held at Holman United Methodist Church.   
{ƘŜ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻƴ ά²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊƪ ƛƴ tŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ WǳǎǘƛŎŜέΦ    aǎΦ hƭǎƻƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ 
όмύ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ  ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǊǳƭŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ DƻŘΩǎ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ όнύ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ   
rightness go together (3) women should not only pray but speak up for justice, organize, teach, study and 
turn faith, hope, and love into action around the world.  Over 500 UMW members attended this          
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ aǎΦ hƭǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ Dƭƻōŀƭ 
Ministries.  She is a Harvard graduate and attorney and has been very active in the United Methodist 
Church since 1988. 
On November 12, UMW members took a fun and educational field trip to the Methodist Hospital, one of 
the organizations we support, in Arcadia, California.  Brenda Hardiman was our chauffer who drove us on 
the Church bus.  Even though it was a gloomy, rainy day, her professional driving got us to our destination 
safely and on time.  We met Christy-Joy Brendel, Director of Annual Giving, and she took us on a         
wonderful tour of the hospital.  The new construction of their North Tower included a 28-bed emergency 
department, 18-bed observation unit, 20 critical care patient rooms, 120 medical/surgical beds, a new 
main entrance, covered visitor drop-off area, new pharmacy, new kitchen and cafeteria.   The hospital has 
intimate gardens where families can sit and relax while they are visiting their loved ones.   The hospital 
chapel represented all religious denominations.  It was very calming and made you feel as if you were one 
with the World.  After we left the chapel we headed for the gift shop were some of us made purchases of 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎΣ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎŀŘƛŀ aŀƭƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǘŜ ŀ 
wonderful lunch at Wood Ranch Restaurant. 
On November 19,the UMW went to the Los Angeles District UMW Christmas Celebration at Westchester 
United Methodist Church.  We were welcomed by Brenda Scott-Horn, Los Angeles District President and 
Rev. Susan Oeffler, Pastor of Westchester UMC.  After bringing forth can goods for the Food Bank, we 
sang Christmas songs.  Short historical stories were told about the origin of the songs.  Later we joyously 
sang Christmas Carols.  A wonderful meal with delicious desserts was served and everyone left with the 
Christmas spirit. 

(L-R- Myrtle Louise James, Celeste Slaughter, Doris 
Dyer, Martha Santana, Eleanor Minter,  
Brenda Hardiman, Christy-Joy Brendel, 

 Olivia Bassey,  Lynnye Smith and Marlene McRae) 
 

If you are looking for women in fellowship,           
spiritual growth, reading programs, good food,     
field trips, educational classes, travel, music,           
and just plain good Christian fun, join us on             
the second Saturday of each month in                      
the Assembly Room from 10:30 A.M.to 1:00 P.M. 
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California Pacific Conference Essential Ministry Teams (EMTs) 
By: Ted Slaughter 

This is a follow up on an article in the August/September issue of The Visitor that introduced the concept of EMTs 
and Mission Fields.  The EMT concept bears some similarity to the team structure that we are moving to             
(see Administrative Council article in this issue).  The Cal-Pac Conference has created a conference working      
structure that puts conference business functions into compatible EMTs.   This allows the alignment of business 
function goals with those of the EMTs and ultimately the conference. 

There have been meetings of individual EMTs and as a group of all of the EMTs since I last reported on this activity.  
This is effectively a change of the corporate structure and how it does business to attain its goals.  It is not a simple 
process and we are almost half way through the year given to make the transformation.  As might be expected, the 
moment of inertia to get this process rolling is great.  The teams are making progress separately and jointly. 

A brief overview of the Five Essential Ministry Teams: 

1. Navigation - Primary Outcomes 

A. Clarity of Direction:   discern God's direction and articulate a clear vision for our common ministry as 
confirmed by our annual conference and in collaboration with the other EMTs., expand opportunities 
and capacity for mission. 

B. Shared Vision:  communicate the vision clearly, often, and in all our diversity of languages; foster servant 
leader participation in visioning and goal setting, oversee a communications strategy and technological 
systems of communication. 

C. Ministry Aligned with Vision:  foster the connection and collaboration of the Essential Ministry Teams in 
order to clarify and strengthen the focus on the vision; encourage a diversity of ministries across the 
connection; develop, maintain and apply clear, fair, effective procedures and policies; develop and  
administer a system for accountability, monitoring, feedback, affirmation and guidance, to align our 
ministries and fulfill our mission; assess ongoing Conference staffing needs. 

2. Justice and Compassion - Primary Outcomes 

A. Promote a framework for networking of and partnerships between 50 local  churches and communities 
organized to achieve common goals in justice and compassion ministries . 

B. Identify linkages of churches and/or informal groups organized around a common cause. 

ii. Support emerging task forces that respond to particular justice and/or compassion issues . 

iii. Maintain communication links with identified churches and groups working on common goals in this 
ministry area on behalf of the Annual Conference. 

iv. Promote and facilitate linkages between churches or groups with other religious and non-religious     
related community groups working to secure a more just society. 

 C. Emphasize and advocate for ministries of and with the poor, in particular those that are working on the 

 elimination of poverty and health-related issues connected to poverty.  

D. Discern and participate in articulating a prophetic voice and vision for the AC in conjunction with the 
Navigation ministry team. 

E. Strengthen local and global perspectives, engagement, and awareness for justice and compassion in  
congregations, communities, corporations, and government.     
          (Continued on Page 11) 
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California Pacific Conference Essential Ministry Teams (EMTs) 
(Continued from Page 10)  

F. Develop a marketing strategy and secure funding for Justice and Compassion Ministries that moves us 
beyond traditional sources. 

3. Leadership - Primary Outcomes: 

A. Faithful, fruitful lay leadership and clergy leadership who are called, equipped, motivated and effectively 
nurturing the "making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world." 

B. Faith communities (ie. Churches, mission congregations, Campus Ministries, etc.) that develop a vital  
culture of serving as they nurture lay leadership and clergy leadership who can proclaim the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in many contexts. 

/Φ !ƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ άƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƻƴέΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 

D. An integrated process of recruiting, training, and supporting Lay Speaking Ministries, Lay Missioners, and 
Certified Lay Ministers who are competent and "going on to perfection" resulting in a dynamic and 
growing ministry. 

4. New Ministries -Primary Outcomes 

A. Change the culture of our Annual Conference to reflect a new ministry orientation. We should always be 
looking for opportunities to start New Ministries and birth New Ministries from existing ministries. 

B. Plant healthy, fruitful ministries that reflect the diversity of our mission field. 

C. Increase the number of GROWING & VITAL churches. 

D. Strengthen congregations to ensure that those charged with a leadership role in revitalizing or planting a 
revitalized or New Ministry are paid an equitable salary and receive the benefits to which they are    
entitled. In turn, they should yield the expected results/fruits. 

E. Equip and empower clergy & lay to revitalize/plant ministries. 

F. Cultivate a strategic approach to revitalized/new ministries through the AC. 

G. Seek out manage, combine and leverage funds for New Ministries. 

5. Resource -Primary Outcomes: 

A. A Conference Budget for the Five Essential Ministry Teams. 

B. Benefits for Clergy/Staff of Annual Conference (Active & Retired). 

C. Effective Management of Conference and Real Property Assets & insurance to support the work of the 
local church. 

D. Resources for Local Churches, Ministries and Congregations in issues of personnel, property and money. 

E. Effective Management of Conference Personnel. 

This is an overview from fifty thousand feet and is a lot to comprehend.  It is difficult to make a connection to our 
local church from this level.  I will update you in future issues with narrower views that get a little closer to ground 
level where we live.  It is important to see the fifty thousand foot view to understand how we are connected. 
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November 6, 2011 

 

To the United Methodist Women 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ άǎƛǎǘŜǊǎέ ŦƻǊ ǊŀƭƭȅƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƴŜŜŘΦ  
Your calls, generous donations, visits, food baskets and cards of encouragement were a 
blessing indeed.  

As usual, wonderful food and the decor, the Hall looked beautiful. Wallen would have     
appreciated your time and efforts and so did I. You all did a wonderful job on the repast.  

Please continue to keep me in your prayers. Let the blessings overflow. I will need them. 

Love to all, your sister in Christ, 

Paula Morrison Davis. 
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Methodist Tidbits 
 by Marlene C. McRae 

While going through some papers, I found this column written for Wilshire United Meth-
odist Newsletter by Dr. Randall Phillips. He was the Pastor who helped and inspired me to 
continue my college education. He is someone who remains cherished, even though he 

has been dead for some years. 

Pastor's Pen   
To Share with you 

Three poems have been very much part of my ministry over these past nineteen years.  The first has been 
used in marriage ceremonies. I have used the second at the time of death, the third has been my theme 
in preaching. 

 LOVE ς Bishop Ralph Cushman 
ά Love is not passion, love is not pride 
Love is a journeying side by side; 
Not of the breezes, not of the gales, 
Love is the sturdy set of sails. 
Deeper than ecstasy, sweeter than light; 
Born in the sunshine, made for the night. 
Flaming in victory, strongest in loss, 
[ƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘΣ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎǊƻǎǎΦέ 
 
ON DEATH-Author unknown. 
ά²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘΣ L ŎǊƛŜŘΤ 
The others wept, I did the laughing when I died.  
Birth is a joyous thing except to him who is born.  
And death is sad except for him who greets the morn. 
Ah, they would weep at birth and laugh, I know, at death. 
LŦ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻΦέ 
 

GOD HAS NO HANDS-Author unknown 
άDƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ƘŀƴŘǎ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳǊǎ  ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Iƛǎ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘǊǳŜΤ 
But you and I have other things that we would rather do. 
άDƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ŦŜŜǘ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŜ Iƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǊǳƴΤ 
But you and I have our own ends to serve and His are left undone. 
ά¢ƘŜ ōƛǘǘŜǊ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǿƘȅ ŜŀǊǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ƭŀǇǎŜŘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘϥǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΤ 

IŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ōƻǘƘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŜΦέ 
These words say what I believe.                            
                                                      See you Sunday, 
                                                      RANDY 
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Happy Holidays! ς From the Finance Committee 
As we approach the end of another year, its time for reflection. 

The English Ministry at Wilshire United Methodist church has had a very challenging year.  Financially we 

have been operating with a budget deficit which average $5,000.00 monthly. Below are the actual figures 

for the first three quarters of 2011. 

  1st Qtr   2nd Qtr   3rd Qtr 

Income 32,819.04  36,469.00  32,261.28 

Expenses 45,436.86  50,583.36  48,294.78 

Difference (12,617.82)  (14,114.36)  (16,033.50) 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ǉŀǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŦŀƭƭΦ 

It is our prayers and hope that in the coming months there will be a turn-a-round in our collections which 

will enable us to adequately meet our operating expenses and have funds available to continue doing   

community outreach projects. 

Special thanks to Dulce Gunning and the planning committee who arranged our Fashion Show fund raiser in 

hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǿΦ  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳŜǘ ƻƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 

an effort to forecast and prepare a realistic and workable budget for 2012.  We are also preparing for our 

annual church charge conference on December 13, 2011.  It will be very important that all members of our 

English congregation plan to attend this meeting. 

If you have not yet met your charitable donation goals for 2011 there is still time to donate to our church 

and write your contributions off.   

As we remember all the reasons to be thankful at this special time of year, we can celebrate our cultural 

diversity, and pray for a spirit of togetherness that will bring about harmony to all congregations that    

worship and share our facilities here at Wilshire United Methodist Church. 

Wishing each and everyone a very blessed 2012! 

The Finance Committee 

Cynthia Melville, Dulce Gunning, Nina Smith, 

 and Glendafae Woods. 
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want to be a part of this glorious Holiday    

experience of witness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CATHEDRAL CHOIR 
Dr. Gwendolyn Wyatt 

Music Director 
In my last article, the names of the Male  
Chorus were presented, omitting the name of 
a wonderful bass singer in error. Here is the 
correction.  Noel Lubrin, a wonderful bass 
singer sang with the Male Chorus   and is a 
member of the Wilshire Cathedral Choir and 
we are so proud to recognize him. 

On Sundays mornings the halls at Wilshire 
Church are  filled with music. You can hear 
music in the Sanctuary and every building 
from 8:00 am to late afternoon and into the 
evening.   
If you are near the choir room you will hear  
the Pilipino and English Ministry choirs     
singing together as they prepare for the joint 
Christmas Day Service at 10:00 Am. 

Come to worship and join in the praise and 
singing. The choirs will sing spirituals, carols, 
gospel and traditional songs. There will be 
solo singing, songs performed by men only, 
and a song performed by women only. One 
ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ !Řǳƭǘ ŎƘƻƛǊǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
choirs and percussion instruments entitled 
ά.ƻǊƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀōȅΦέ  [Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ .ƛōƭŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ 
will be delivered by the Pastors. The Closing 
number   will be the Hallelujah Chorus from 
MESSIAH by GF Handel 

[ŜǘΩǎ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ALL CHURCH Service which will conclude with 

singing carols on Wilshire Boulevard. Yours 

truly will be conducting the music.   You will 
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Wallen enjoyed all kinds of sports, and in his 
younger days represented various teams in cricket 
and football.  He also loved horse racing.  Cooking 
was another passion, and in recent years he       
became the designated caterer at most holiday 
events.  During time spent with friends you would 
find Wallen playing a rousing game of dominos.  
Quiet time at home found him on-line reading the 
άDƭŜŀƴŜǊέ ŀƴŘ άhōǎŜǊǾŜǊέΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ 
enhance his mind.  He also enjoyed watching 
ά²ƘŜŜƭ ƻŦ CƻǊǘǳƴŜέΣ άWŜƻǇŀǊŘȅέ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎŀƳŜ 
shows. 

Wallen is survived by his wife Paula Morrison 
Davis; sons: Sean, Andrew and Steven; mother, 
Rosamond Davis; father-in-law, Roy Morrison; 
brothers: Levi, Delroy, Errol and Hubert George, Jr.; 
sisters: Sylvia, Jean, Sonia, Dawn, Fay and their 
spouses, as well as several nieces, nephews and 
many special friends.  His father, Hubert George, 
preceded him in death in January 2000. 

 

 

PRESENT WITH THE LORD 

άDo not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ƳŜΦ  Lƴ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
many dwelling places.  If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  
And, if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I 
ŀƳΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀƭǎƻΦέ  (John 14:1-3) 

²ŀƭƭŜƴ ²ŜǎƭŜȅ άWŀƳŜǎέ 5ŀǾƛǎ 

Sunrise: May 11, 1955 ς Sunset: October 9, 2011 

Wallen was the sixth of ten children born to Hubert 
George and Rosamond Davis of Philadelphia, St. 
Ann in Jamaica.  He attended Browns Town High 
School, as well as Wallgrove High where he    
graduated in 1974.  Furthering his studies,             
he attended the University of the West Indies 
where he majored in business and accounting. 

During his tenure at the University of the West  
Indies, he was employed as an accountant by the 
Government of Jamaica Ministry of Housing for 
several years followed by positions as accountant 
and later office manager at Excella Gypsum        
Produce.  From 1988-2006, he was employed by 
the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco in Los 
Angeles, and from 2006 until his death, he was  
employed by the California Business Bureau. 

Wallen met Enid Woolcock in 1978; they married 
in 1984.  This union produced three boys: Sean, 
!ƴŘǊŜǿ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜƴΣ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άƳȅ 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎƻƴǎέΦ  Lƴ Wǳƭȅ мфус ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ  9ƴƛŘΩǎ ǳƴǘƛƳŜƭȅ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ 
from her family in June 2002. 

²ŀƭƭŜƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ       
Missionary Baptist Church in West Covina.            
He found love again in 2007 when he met and  
married Paula Morrison and became a member of 
Wilshire United Methodist Church in Los Angeles, 
where they are both active members of the choir 
as well as actively involved in the administrative 
team and decision-making units of the church. 
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their Greeter Ministry efforts, the Wilshire 
Ministry would grow and thrive by               
enthusiastically welcoming and embracing 
our visitors.  My question to each of you:  
²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ 
them both by serving as greeters on Sunday 
mornings and keep their dream alive? 

The Greeter Ministry will meet in the        
Conference Room on January 15th at 
11:15am, following the worship service.    
The goal?  To identify a Greeter Ministry 
Team that is faithful, welcoming, authentic,       
creative, exceeds all expectations and serves 
as a stepping stone to church growth.!    
²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΚ 

GREETER MINISTRY 

By Connee Freeman 

 Lƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ нрΥорΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ Χ άL ǿŀǎ 
ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ƳŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ  
wƻƳŀƴǎ мрΥпΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ Χ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
one another, therefore, just as Christ has  
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ  {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
years ago these scriptures led Wallen and 
Paula Davis to establish the Wilshire English 
Ministry Greeter Ministry because they      
understood the importance of making       
everyone who attended our church feel    
welcome!  The fruit of their efforts is evident 
Χ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭǎƘƛǊŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ 
as warm, friendly and like a family. 

In his book, Five Practices of Fruitful          
Congregations, Robert Schnase states that: 

ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ 
desire to invite, welcome, receive and care 
for those who are strangers so that they find 
a spiritual home and discover for themselves 
ǘƘŜ ǳƴŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ 

άDƻŘ ǳǎŜǎ ƴŜǿŎƻƳŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ 
ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 

άaƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘΦέ 

άtŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ 
them feel welcome, loved, needed and       
ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΦέ 

Therefore, it is obvious that an effective    
welcoming program is an essential            
component of church growth. 

Wallen and Paula hoped that with the help of 
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Cedrick Bridgeforth.  This assignment 
marked the beginning of a cost-saving      
realignment     effort to reduce the Cal-Pac 
Conference from  eight Districts to five.  
These additional responsibilities  require 
that    District Superintendent Bridgeforth 
operate out of two district  offices:             
Los Angeles and Santa Ana.   

You may call the LA District Office,      
323/733-4100, to see when he                   
will be in Los Angeles. 

NEWS FROM THE 

LOS ANGELES DISTRICT 

By Connee Freeman 

 

EPWORTH APARTMENTS:   On December 
14, 2010, the Los Angeles District in          
cooperation with the Coalition for             
Responsible Community Development and 
the Little   Tokyo Service Center broke 
ground in preparation for the construction 
of the     Epworth Apartments, a complex of            
affordable housing for homeless youth who 
were emancipated from the foster care   
system at 18 years of age.  This project is 
being built on the corner of Normandie and 
65th Streets, the site of the former Epworth 
United Methodist Church, which housed an 
African American congregation, and has 
been vacant for years.  It is expected to be 
completed in early 2012 and will include 19 
apartments with spaces for an on-site   
manager and several support services.  The 
άbŜǿ IƻǇŜ ϧ bŜǿ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎǎέ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
project, sponsored by the Wilshire English 
UMW, will give our ministry an opportunity 
to donate new household items for these 
deserving young people who will now have 
a permanent home for the first time in their 
young lives! 

 

CAL-PAC CONFERENCE DISTRICT                 
REALIGNMENT:    Effective July 2011, the 
Santa Ana District was placed under the   
supervision of District Superintendent 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
By Eleanor Minter 

 
 
Sat., Dec. 3RD  -  Angel City Chorale           
 7:30 P.M.  Tickets $30 at the Door; Parking $5 in church lot. 
                   tǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ŦǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ά¢ƻǳǊ ƻŦ IƻǇŜέ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ  
      Retirement/Convalescent Homes, etc. 
 
Sun., Dec. 4TH  -  Angel City Chorale 
7:00 P.M.  Tickets $30 at the Door; Parking $5 in Church Lot. 
   tǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ŦǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ά¢ƻǳǊ ƻŦ IƻǇŜέ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ 
   Retirement/Convalescent Homes, etc. 
 
Sat., Dec. 10TH  - LA Philharmonic Concert; free-no tickets required 
7:30 P.M.  Doors open at 6:30 P.M.  Come early for good seats. 
 
Tues., Dec. 13TH - Wilshire Annual Charge Conference 
6:30 P.M. 
 
Sat., Dec. 17TH  - [! [ŀǿȅŜǊǎΩ tƘƛƭƘŀǊƳƻƴƛŎΤ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ 
7:00 P.M.  $15; Student/Senior $10; Church Fund Raiser 
 
Sun., Dec. 18TH - Wilshire Children Sunday School Christmas Presentation 
10:00 A.M. 
 
Sun., Dec. 18TH  -  Wilshire Cathedral Choir Holiday Fest 
10:00 A.M. 
 
Sun., Dec. 24th - Wilshire All-Church Christmas Eve Service 
 
Sun., Dec. 25th - Wilshire Christmas Day Service 
10:00 A.M. 



PRAYING FOR YOU 

Visit Our Worship Services 
Every Sunday at 10a.m.  

 

A Word from the Word: 

άCƻǊ DƻŘ ǎƻ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

John 3:16 (ESV) 

 

The Wilshire Family surrounds with love and prayers,            
the following family members who are experiencing health       
challenges, some of whom cannot join us on Sunday, as well 
as those who are serving in the military.  We also pray for the 
victims of tragedies throughout our country and the world. 

Thelma Pittman    Tyronne Perriott+ 
Norman & Edna Francis   Mary Ann Johnson 
Edward Jivanni Lorrente+   Moses Rancharan 
Mary Randall     Audrey Shockley 
Doris Howard     Charles Jacques 
Rosalie Turner    Seth Shockley 
Margaret Trindade    Joe Leverette 
Aaron Edwards    Lennox Tillett 
Lila Boskett     
       
+ Tyronne Perriott and Edward Jivanni Lorrente are serving in 
the armed forces.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

A Wilshire Ministry E-Mail Prayer Group has been organized   
in response to numerous personal prayer requests.                      
If you wish to join or have a prayer request send an e-mail to: 
cphilcon@aol.com. 
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WILSHIRE MINISTRY 

CLERGY and PROGRAM STAFF  
 

Rev. Dr. Gordon Marchant, Pastor 
Rev. Dr. John Guillen, Pastor, Hispanic Ministry 

Weekly Church Events 
Sunday:  Worship Service 10:00 a.m.  

(Sanctuary) 
Prayer & Fellowship, every Friday 

7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. (Reception Room)  
Music 

Dr. Gwendolyn Wyatt, Director of Music 
Hsiao-Ching Chao, Organist, English Ministry 

Alex Reichert, Organist, Hispanic Ministry 
Office Assistant 
Ron Strickland 

Office Volunteers 
Eleanor Minter, Mondays 

Dulce Gunning, Mondays and Tuesdays 
Lina Ramos, Wednesday 
Wedding/Special Events  
Lori S. Jones, Director 

Colin McCaffery, Assistant 
Wilshire Preschool 

Ernest Stroman,  Executive Director 
Wilshire English Creative Arts Ministry 

Dr. Gwendolyn Wyatt, Chair 
Maintenance 

Carlos Hernendez 
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